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CERTIFICATION 

I, Shawn Woodhead Werth, Secretary and Clerk of the Federal Election 

Commission, do hereby certify that on June 10,2011, the Commission decided 

by a vote of 6-0 to dismiss MUR 6419. close the file, and approve the 

appropriate letters, as recommended in the General Counsel • s Report dated May 

·20,2011. 

Commissioners Bauerly, Hunter, McGahn D, Petersen, Walther, and 

Weintraub voted affirmatively for the decision. 

Attest: 

CELA 

9t<u t!J, au II 
Date s~~~ti~ 

Secretary and Clerk of the Commission 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINCTON, D.C. 204&3 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED JUN 1 ~ 2011 
Mary G. Schulz 

I 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

RE: MUR 6419 
Joe Miller for US Senate 

Dear Ms. Schulz: 

The Federal Election Commission reviewed the allegations in your complaint received on 
November 2, 2010. On June 10,2011, based upon the information provided in the complaint, 
and information provided by the respondent, the Commission decided to dismiss the complaint 
and close its file in this matter. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file In this matter on 
June 10, 2011. 

Docwuents related to the cAse will be placed on the public record within 30 days. See 
'Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files, 68 Fed. 
Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18, 2003). A copy of the dispositive General Counsel's Report is enclosed for 
your information. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, allows a 
complainant to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C. 
§ 437g (a)(8). 

BY: 

Enclosure 
General Counsel's Report 

Sincerely, 

Christopher H 
· gGen 

;e S~mdan 
pervisory Attorney 

Complaints Examination and 
Legal Administration 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Cleta Mitchell, Esq. 
Foley & Lardner LLP 
3000 K Street, NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Ms. Mitchell: 

JUN 1 ~ 2011 

RE: MUR6419 
Joe Miller for US Senate 
Bernadette C. Koppy, Treasurer 

On November 2, 2010, the Federal Election Commission notified your clients of a 
complaint alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, 
as amended. On June 10,2011, based upon the information contained in the complaint, and 
information provided by you on behalf of Joe Miller for US Senate aRd Bernadette C. Koppy, as 
treasnl'er, the Conarnissior:t decided to dismiiSs dre eampluint and claeed its fde in this matter. 
Acoordingly, the Commission closed its file in this Ibattc:r an June 10, 2011. 

Documents related to the case will be placed on the pubiic record within 30 days. See 
Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files, 68 Fed. 
Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18, 2003). A copy of the dispositive General Counsel's Report is enclosed for 
your infonnation. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim Collins, the paralegal assigned to this 
matmr, at (202) 694-1650. 

Enclosure 
General Counsel's Report 

Sincerely, 

C~pherH 

fctin~~ne 
\ : 11' '· . ; ~' . 

BY: ~'/Jordan 0 
rvisory Attorney 
plaints Examination and 

Legal Administration 
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'EDERAL ELECTION 
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BEFORE THE FEDEIL\L ELECTION coMMfdiHIIAY 27 AH 9: 53 

In the Matter of 

MUR6419 
JOE MILI..BR FOR US SENA TB AND 

BBRNADB1TEC. KOPPY, AS TREASURER 

) CfLA 
) DISMISSAL AND CASE 
) CLOSURE UNDER THE 
) ENFORCEMENT PRIORrrY 
)SYSTBM 
) 
) 

GENERAL COIJNSEL'S REPQRT 

Under the Enforcement Priority Systllm (11EPS"), tbe CoDUDission uses fonnal 

scoring criteria to allocate its resources aad decide which cases to pursue. These criteria 

include, but are not limited to, an assessment of (I) the jravity of the alleged violation, 

both with respect to the type of activity and the amount in violation, (2) the apparent 

impact the alleged violation may have had on the electoral process, (3) the legal 

complexity of issues raised in the case. ( 4) recent tralds in potential violations of lbe ArJ.. 

and (S) development of the law with respect to certain subject matters. It is the 

Commiaion's policy that punuing low-rated mattell, ccnn.pan:d to otbor higher-rabid 

matters on the Eftfas:camont ciOcDt, warr&lllQ dl:a eJIIII'Cise of ita prosecatmiBI discretion to 

dismiJIS mrtain casa. The Offic:B of <Jencral Cmmlcl ha mored MUR M19 u a low-ratai 

malb:t ad baR also detcrmiaal that it should not be ~afc::red &u Ill= AltmlatDie Dispol£ 

Resolution Offlce. This Offace therefme I'CCOIIIIIleods that the Commission exercise its 

prosecutorial discretion If? dismiss MUR 6419. 

In thia matter, the complainant, Mary Schulz, alleges that Joe Miller for US Senate 

and Bernadette C. Koppy, in her official capacity as treasurer c--committeo"), violated the 

Federal Election Campaign Act. as ameucled (the .. Act") and Commission regulations by 
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Dismissal IIIII Cue Closure Under EPS- 6419 
ae..e..a Counsut•s Rapert 
Pap2 

failing to include the appropriate disclaimers in newspaper advertisements. The complaint 

specifically alleges that the Committee placed newspaper ads in the Ketchikan Dally News 

on September 24-26, 2010 without appropriate disclaimers, as required by 11 C.F.R. 

I 110.11. 

In its response, the Committee acknowledges that the newspaper advertisements 

pom.gs rJearly *a\V that the sou.: of me advertisements is the Joe Mil!ftr campaip. .Jn 

addition, the Committee states lhll: the failure to include diselaimcnl was unintentional, due 

to the Committee's volunteers' lack of knowledge concerning federal campaign fimuu:e 

laws. Finally, the Committee notes that the advertisements cost a total of $474.48. 

All public communications made by a political committee must include 

disclaimers. 2 U.S.C. I 441d; 11 C.F.R.§llO.ll(a)(l). If a public communication is paid 

for and authorized by a candidate or an authorized committee of a candidate, then the 

commwication must clearly state thal it was paid for by such authorized political 

comu~ 2 U.S.C.§441d(aXl); 11 C.F.R.§1l9.11(b)(1). AddltiOIUllly, IUCh 

communimdmls must aa:et. cmtain apu:ifiillltions DDt faith in the Act, sa:h, as beiDB 

ccr..taimd in a printed box, whidl is sue apad: from the olb:r mntcsd:l of d. 

COQUIWIIication. See 2 U.S.C.§44ld(c)(2); 11 C.F.R.§ll0.11(c)(2)(ii). 

The ncwspapcr advertisements described in the complaint are a type of public 

communication that required written disclaimers. See 2 U.S.C. l441d(a)(l); 11 C.P.R. 

11100.26 and 110.11. As acknowledged by the Committee, the advertisements did not 

contain disclaimers as required by 2 U.S.C. §441d and 11 C.F.R.§l10.11. However, 
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Dismilllland Cue Closum Under EPS - 6419 
Genea'41 eaun.l's Report 
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it appears that the campaign advertisements at issue contained sufficient identifying 

infonnation to prevent the public from being misled as to who paid for them.1 In addition, 

given the stated costs of the advertisements, the potential amount in violation appcan to be 

de minimis. Accordingly, under BPS, the OffiCe of General Counsel hu scored MOR 

6419 as a low-rated matter ad, thehlfore, in funhe.rano6 of the Cor.missioa's priorities • 

discussed above, tbe Office of General Coansel betleves lh• :dle Comlllission sbDutd 

exercise its prosr.cutorilll diso.rer.ion and diamiss this mattar. 

QCOMMENJ)ATIQN& 

The Office of General Counsel recommends that the Commission dismiss 

MUR 6419, close the file, and approve the appropriate letten. 

Christopher Hupey 
Acting Geaeral Couasal 
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Special Counsel 
Complaints Bxamination 
& Legal Administration 

'l1le advatiscmatl 'MR (or I '"Meet llld Onlct""llld lsludad tbc OJDuniUDO"I iDtanet add~ m:l 
phone number, u well u a picture of tbe c:andidale Ilana with au invitation tD abe funcriaa. 
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lin Lee 
Attorney 
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